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Recycled  paper  conserves  wildlife  habitat. 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS 

N0N6AME  WILDLIFE  ACCOUNT 

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 


INTRODUCTION 

In  this  report,  the  term  "watchable"  is  used  to  elucidate  the 
concept  of  "nongame".  Montana  and  many  other  states  have  adopted 
the  term  "watchable  wildlife"  to  advance  a  broad  public 
appreciation  of  all  fish  and  wildlife,  especially  nongame  species. 
Watchable  Wildlife  refers  to  all  free-ranging  fish  and  wildlife 
species  in  their  natural  habitats. 

BACKGROUND 

Montana's  Nongame  Wildlife  Program  was  authorized  by  the  passage  of 
the  Nongame  and  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973.  FW&P  staffed  the 
Program  with  a  coordinator  in  1974  and  added  a  temporary  wildlife 
technician  in  1977.  This  position  was  upgraded  to  a  .4  FTE 
wildlife  biologist  in  1987.  The  51st  Legislature  authorized  an 
additional  .6  FTE.  Recognizing  the  importance  of  developing  broad 
public  support  for  the  Nongame  Wildlife  Program,  FW&P  added  the  .6 
FTE  to  the  .4  FTE  to  create  the  position  of  nongame  information 
specialist.  This  position  is  shared  between  the  Wildlife  Division 
(.4  FTE  funded  by  license  fees)  and  the  Conservation  Education 
Division  (.6  FTE  funded  by  Wildlife  Income  Tax  Checkoff 
contributions) .  In  1990,  the  position  name  changed  to  watchable 
wildlife  specialist  to  more  accurately  reflect  the 
responsibilities. 

The  creation  of  this  position  happened  to  correspond  with  a  growing 
watchable  wildlife  interest  in  Montana.  Nationally,  wildlife 
viewing  is  the  fastest  growing  form  of  wildlife-related  recreation. 
In  1991,  76  million  people  spent  $21.9  billion  for  binoculars, 
cameras,  transportation,  food,  lodging,  etc.  Compare  those  figures 
to  35  million  anglers  who  spent  $25.3  billion  and  14  million 
hunters  who  expended  $12.3  billion  in  1991.  That  adds  up  to  125 
million  people  spending  $59.5  billion  in  local  economies.  Over  90% 
of  Montanans  participate  in  watchable  wildlife  activities  that 
include  wildlife  viewing,  photography,  watching  and  feeding  birds. 

Teaching  Montanans  about  the  needs  of  nongame  species  has  evolved 
with  the  enthusiasm  for  watchable  wildlife.  FW&P  believes 
enhancing  informational  and  educational  aspects  of  the  Nongame 
Wildlife  Program  (as  many  states  have)  is  the  best  way  to  gain 
broad  public  appreciation  of  the  role  of  all  species  of  fish  and 
wildlife,  especially  Montana's  500  nongame  species.  Moving  to  a 
"watchable  wildlife"  information  emphasis  has  changed  people's 
perceptions  about  nongame  species  and  appreciation  for  all  species. 
FW&P  hopes  it  will  be  able  to  generate  revenues  from  all  wildlife 
users,  including  those  who  do  not  buy  hunting  and  fishing  licenses. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Montana's  Watchable  Wildlife  Program  has  three  central  elements:  1) 
recreation,  2)  education,  and  3)  conservation. 

Goals /Accomplishments  Summary  1991-93 

1.  Involve  pviblics  in  shaping  the  Watchable  Wildlife  Program. 

o  A  resident  and  non-resident  user  preference 
survey  is  being  conducted  to  better  determine  program 
needs,  preferred  funding  source (s) ,  and  economic  benefits 
of  wildlife  viewing.  This  survey  is  funded  by  state  and 
federal  agencies,  private  businesses,  and  conservation 
organizations.  The  results  will  help  plan  an  integrated 
wildlife  viewing  system  with  all  interested  groups 
cooperating.  Results  of  the  survey  will  be  reported  to 
54th  Legislature. 

o  About  8,500  people  came  to  watch  bald  eagles  feeding  on 
salmon  at  Canyon  Ferry  State  Park  in  1992.  A  "pilot" 
user  preference  survey  of  wildlife  viewers  has  been 
conducted  to  better  determine  program  needs  and 
management  actions.  This  survey  was  funded  cooperatively 
by  FW&P,  Forest  Service  and  Montana  Power  Company. 
Results  will  be  available  in  April  of  1993. 

2.  Enhance  wildlife  viewing  sites  listed  in  the  Montana  Wildlife 
Viewing  Guide.   (Copy  enclosed.) 

o  A  4-panel  interpretive  exhibit  north  of  Yellowstone 
National  Park  depicts  the  importance  of  winter  range  and 
is  viewed  by  as  many  as  2  million  visitors  annually. 
This  project  was  constructed  in  1991  and  coordinated  by 
FW&P.  It  was  cooperatively  funded  by  FW&P,  Rocky 
Mountain  Elk  Foundation,  The  Nature  Conservancy  and 
Gallatin  National  Forest  (total  cost  $11,000). 

o  Temporary  signs  are  up  at  30  FW&P  wildlife  viewing  sites. 
FW&P  plans  to  design  and  construct  permanent  interpretive 
exhibits  when  funds  are  available. 

o  The  popular  "binocular"  markers  are  in  place  at  most 
wildlife  viewing  sites.  This  "binocular"  logo  has  been 
formally  adopted  by  the  Federal  Highway  Administration. 

3.  Develop  backyard  habitat  and  school  projects. 

o  A  new  poster,  "Habitat  ...  take  a  deeper  look!",  was 
published  for  distribution  to  schools  and  other  target 
audiences.  Funding  came  from  6  cooperating  groups. 
(Poster  enclosed.) 

o  A  Watchable  Wildlife  program  was  presented  to  the  MT 
Education  Association  (MEA)  conference  in  1991  and  1992. 


o  Research  was  completed  re:  the  concept  of  producing 
backyard  habitat  kits  for  distribution  to  schools.  When 
funds  become  available,  kits  will  be  distributed. 

o  Planning  is  complete  on  the  Project  Eagle  Watch  kits  for 
ten  pilot  schools.  Kits  will  be  distributed  during  the 
'93- '94  school  year,  if  funding  permits. 

4.  Expand  Watchable  Wildlife  opportunities  in  all  state  parks. 

o  Planning  and  promotion  of  wildlife  viewing  in  state  parks 
is  progressing.  Area  bird  lists  for  specific  parks  are 
being  developed  using  the  new  4th  Edition  of  the  Montana 
Bird  Distribution. 

o  Examples  of  cooperative  Watchable  Wildlife  projects 
include: 

(1)  Interpretive  services  about  bald  eagles  and  their 
habitat  were  provided  to  visitors  at  Canyon  Ferry  State 
Park.  Visitor  interest  continues  to  increase  as  bald 
eagles  stop  to  feed  on  spawning  salmon.  In  1989, 
visitors  numbered  100;  this  year,  over  8500  people  viewed 
the  bald  eagle  congregation.  A  total  of  341  hours  were 
donated  by  17  "core"  volunteer  naturalists.  (Brochure 
enclosed. ) 

(2)  "Buzzard  Days"  are  celebrated  annually  at  Makoshika 
State  Park.  Assistance  was  given  on  natural  history 
interpretation  for  this  wildlife  viewing  event.  An 
interpretive  exhibit  was  designed  in  1991  and  will  be 
constructed  when  funding  permits. 

5.  Expand  Watchable  Wildlife  opportunities  in  Wildlife  Management 
Areas  (WMA) . 

o  Wildlife  viewing  is  being  integrated  into  WMA  plans  on 
the  Blackfoot-Clearwater,  Mt.  Haggin,  Nine  Pipes  and 
Pablo. 

o  Although  temporary  informational  messages  exist  at  10  WMA 
sites  listed  in  the  Montana  Wildlife  Viewing  Guide.  FW&P 
will  design  and  construct  permanent  interpretive 
exhibits,  when  funding  permits. 

o  Turnouts  were  constructed  at  Freezout  Lake  WMA  to  enhance 
wildlife  viewing  in  1992-93  and  these  are  a  part  of  a 
larger  proposed  plan  for  the  area. 

6.  Build  a  Watchable  Wildlife  network  among  the  8  FW&P  regions. 

o  Regional  updates  on  the  Watchable  Wildlife  Program  were 
presented  in  1992.  Each  employee  was  encouraged  to  take 
a  Montana  Wildlife  Viewing  Guide  (with  a  new  MT  highway 
map)  and  become  more  familiar  with  this  program. 
Suggestions  and  comments  are  requested  from  field 
personnel . 


7.  Assist  Nongame  Wildlife  Program  through  revenues  and  publicity 
generated  by  Watchable  Wildlife. 

o  The  4th  Edition  of  the  Montana  Bird  Distribution  was 
published  and  sold  to  interested  bird-watchers.  This 
book  was  funded  cooperatively  by  the  Nongame  Wildlife 
Account,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  and  the  Montana  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  Money  raised  from  the  sale  of  this 
book  will  be  used  to  update  the  historic  and  current 
records,  and  as  seed  money  to  begin  the  next  edition's 
publication. 

o  An  information  strategy  has  been  designed  and  is  being 
implemented  during  the  current  tax  season  to  promote  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Income  Tax  Checkoff.  Raising  awareness 
of  the  importance  of  all  fish  and  wildlife  species  and 
their  habitats  is  another  benefit  of  this  information 
effort.  Promotion  of  the  Loon  Poster  and  Bronze 
continue. 

8.  Increase  Watchable  Wildlife  cooperative  projects  among  natural 
resource  agencies,  tourism,  conservation  groups  and  private 
businesses. 

o  The  Montana  Watchable  Wildlife  Steering  Committee  is 
continuing  to  coordinate  the  concept  of  a  statewide, 
integrated  wildlife  viewing  system  among  all  interested 
groups.  The  Committee  consists  of  representatives  from 
groups  listed  above.  This  Committee  will  play  a  key  role 
in  revising  and  reprinting  the  current  Montana  Wildlife 
Viewing  Guide. 

o  A  new  cooperative  wildlife  interpretive  specialist 
position  was  created  in  October  1991.  FW&P  provides 
office  space  and  funds  generated  from  the  sale  of  the 
Loon  poster.  The  Forest  Service  provides  funds  for  the 
salary  and  personal  services  (LCA) . 

This  position  provides  watchable  wildlife  training  and 
guidance  to  both  agencies,  promotes  the  development  of 
watchable  wildlife  projects  on  national  forests  and  FW&P 
regions,  writes  and  edits  interpretive  text  and 
facilitates  cooperatively  funded  projects. 

A  resulting  cooperative  interpretive  project  is  the  new 
brochure.  Wildlife  Viewing  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front. 

This  was  produced  by  5  cooperating  groups  interested  in 
enhancing  wildlife  viewing  and  promoting  rural  economic 
development.   (Brochure  enclosed.) 

o  The  First  National  Watchable  Wildlife  Conference  was  held 
September  10  -  13,  1992  in  Missoula.  Sponsors  included 
FW&P,  the  Montana  Watchable  Wildlife  Conference  Steering 
Committee  and  the  National  Watchable  Wildlife  Steering 
Committee.  A  total  of  550  participants  representing 
public  and  private  sectors  from  38  states  and  3  Canadian 


provinces  attended  this  conference. 

In  just  over  3  days,  between  $340,000  -  $380,000  of  "new" 
money  was  infused  into  the  local  economy,  turning  over  3+ 
times  before  leaving  Montana.   (Program  enclosed.) 

o  The  new  Montana  highway  map  and  other  publications  by 
Travel  Montana  include  information  on  the  wildlife 
viewing  program.   (Map  enclosed.) 

9.    Seek  new,  stable  funding  sources  to  support  all  fish  and 
wildlife  in  Montana. 

o  Montanans  and  visitors  will  be  asked  to  specify  which 
alternatives  they  are  most  willing  to  support  in  the 
current  user  preference  survey.  Funding  options  offered 
will  be  those  reported  to  the  52nd  Legislature,  plus  new 
options  developed  since  that  report.  Results  will  be 
presented  to  the  54th  Legislature. 

NOTE:  Since  the  52nd  Legislature,  two  employees  have  filled  the 
watchable  wildlife  specialist  position.  The  position  was 
vacant  for  10  months  (10/91  to  7/92) . 


Table  1.   Nonqame  Wildlife  Account  02061 


Fiscal  Year    Wildlife  Checkoff 

$22,728 
$22,466 
$27,789 
$  8,503 

*   To  date  11/92. 


FY 

1990 

FY 

1991 

FY 

1992 

FY 

1993* 

Interest 

0 

$2,027 

$2,232 

$   567  + 

$   58  donation 


Table  2.   Nonqame  Wildlife  Account  02061 


FY  1990 


FY  1991 


FY  1992 


Beginning  Fund  Balance 
Prior  Year  Revenues 
Prior  Year  Expenditures 

Unreserved  Fund  Balance 

Estimated  Revenue: 
Checkoff 
Interest  @  5.0% 

Funds  Available 

Expenditures : 
Conservation  Education 

Total  Expenditures 


$25,151 
($99) 
$25,052 

$22,728 

$47,780 

($16,778) 
($16,778) 


$31,001     $38,619 
($1,000) 
($10)         $0 

$30,991     $37,619 


$22,466     $27,789 
$  2,027     $  2,232 

$55,484     $67,640 


($16,865)    ($22,531) 
($16,865)   ($22,531) 


Ending  Fund  Balance 


$31,001 


$38,619     $45,109 


Updated:  12/92 
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